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UNIMAS,	 launch	 a	 newsletter,	 with	 e-issn	 accreditation,	 to	 showcase	 the	 numerous	 fields	 of	
research	it	has	embarked	on,	as	well	as	events	the	staff	at	the	Institute	are	pursuing.		
	
I	 am	pleased	 to	be	 invited	 to	offer	 a	 few	words	 for	 the	 inaugural	 issue.	 I	 am	certain	 that	 the	












I	 hope	 that	 the	 newsletter	 is	 distributed	 in	 the	widest	 possible	manner,	 reaching	 all	 possible	
































I	 am	happy	 to	 see	 that	 IBEC	 is	making	every	effort	 to	promote	 research	and	 this	Bulletin	will	
serve	as	a	 tool,	 to	 share	 recent	advancements	 in	 research	and	disseminate	such	news.	 I	hope	
that	 in	 some	 small	 way,	 this	 initiative	 of	 sharing	 information	 will	 motivate	 us	 to	 be	 more	
productive.	 Looking	 forward	 to	 seeing	 more	 of	 academic	 achievements	 and	 activities	 by	 our	
colleagues	and	students	in	this	Bulletin.	
FOREWORD	



































Secretary.	 It	 was	 attended	 by	 the	 Director,	 Assoc.	 Prof.	 Dr.	 Mohd	 Azlan	 Jayasilan,	 all	 IBEC	
Research	Fellows,	and	postgraduate	students.	Madam	Pasey	had	been	working	in	UNIMAS	since	
































An	 international	 bootcamp	on	 “Wildlife	 Study	Design	and	Data	Analysis”	was	 conducted	 from	
the	 12th	 to	 23rd	 of	 January	 2020	 at	 TR11,	 Faculty	 of	 Resource	 Science	 and	 Technology.	 The	
bootcamp	 was	 jointly	 organized	 by	 Institute	 of	 Biodiversity	 and	 Environmetanl	 Conservation	
(IBEC),	Faculty	of	Resource	Science	and	Technology	(FRST),	and	Biodiversity	Conservation	Society	
Sarawak	 (BCSS).	 Twenty-three	 participants	 were	 involved	 in	 the	 bootcamp,	 consisting	 of	
postgraduates,	 lecturers,	 researchers	 and	 members	 from	 NGO	 organizations	 from	 Sarawak,	
Sabah	 and	 the	 Philippines.	 The	 bootcamp	 was	 led	 by	 experienced	 trainers	 and	 wildlife	
statisticians,	 Mr.	 Mike	 Meredith,	 Mr.	 Ngumbang	 and	 fellow	 teaching	 elves.	 The	 bootcamp	





























and	 the	 Institute	 of	 Biodiversity	 and	 Environmental	 Conservation,	 participated	 in	 the	 World	
Wetland	Day	event	which	was	organized	by	the	Sarawak	Forestry	Corporation	on	8th	February	
2020	at	Bukit	Lima	Nature	Reserve,	Sibu.	The	World	Wetland	Day	is	celebrated	every	month	of	
February	 worldwide	 specifically	 to	 mark	 the	 adoption	 of	 the	 Convention	 on	 Wetlands	 of	
International	 Importance	 towards	 global	 awareness	 on	 the	 vital	 roles	 of	 wetlands	 and	 the	
biodiversity.	 In	Sarawak,	 the	event	 is	under	 the	directive	of	Sarawak	Forestry	Corporation	and	
































The	 Federal	 Government	 had	 ordered	 a	 lockdown,	 starting	 18	 March	 2020,	 and	 local	 and	
international	 travel	as	well	as	holding	of	meetings	or	other	gatherings	has	been	postponed	or	
cancelled.	The	University	authorities,	as	well	as	the	International	Bornean	Frog	Race	Committee,	
have	 accordingly	 postponed	 the	 9th	 International	 Bornean	 Frog	 Race	 2020	 till	 such	 time	 the	
health	authorities	in	Sarawak	and	Malaysia	deem	it	safe	to	hold	the	event.	
		

































In	 collaboration	 with	 WWF-Malaysia	 and	 Universiti	 Malaya	 (UM),	 the	 Malaysian	 Society	 of	
Marine	Sciences	 (MSMS)	organized	an	expert	group	consultation	workshop	from	3rd	to	5th	of	
March	 2020	 at	 Universiti	 Malaya,	 Kuala	 Lumpur.	 The	 experts	 consisted	 of	 28	 lecturers	 and	





Malaysia’s	 coastal	 and	marine	 biodiversity	 to	 determine	 the	 areas	 in	 need	 of	 protection	 and	
conservation	for	Malaysia’s	Maritime	Waters;	to	identify	Ecological	and/or	Biological	Significant	




































Agro-Ecology	 Society	 of	 Malaysia	 to	
collaborate	 with	 them	 to	 organize	 a	




from	 Agro-Ecology	 Society	 Malaysia	
representative,	 Dr	 Annie	 Mitin	 for	 a	
proposed	 collaboration.	 Agro-Ecology	
Society	 is	 keen	 to	 collaborate	 with	 IBEC,	
and	UNIMAS	 in	general,	 for	 the	proposed	
community	 workshop.	 Their	 proposed	
target	 audiences	 are	 farmers,	 agriculture	
agents	 (Agricultural	 Department	 and	
related	 agencies)	 and	 people	 involved	 in	







	 	 	 	 	


























habitat	 loss,	 exploitation	and	 climate	 change.	At	 the	 same	 time,	 vital	 information,	 relevant	 to	




This	 is	 the	 first	 concerted	 effort	 to	 study	 a	 population	 of	 free-ranging	H.	 spinosa,	 employing	
radio-telemetry	and	other	 techniques,	 to	enhance	our	understanding	of	 the	 spatial	 biology	of	
the	species.	
	






































of	all	 species.	Along	with	Sabah’s	effort	 to	assess	 the	conservation	status	of	 its	 flora	owing	 to	
rapid	deforestation	and	forest	degradation,	the	conservation	status	of	all	aroid	species	in	Sabah	
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Of	 paramount	 importance	 to	 the	 nation’s	 future	 development	 is	 the	 acquisition	 and	
dissemination	of	knowledge	concerning	the	significance	and	modes	of	sustainable	development	
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